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NVRDC applauds step by lawmakers to support sexual assault survivors by passing the 
Survivors’ Bill of Rights   

Sept. 7, 2016 —Network for Victim Recovery of DC (NVRDC) is encouraged by the House of 
Representatives unanimous passing of H.R. 5578, the Survivors’ Bill of Rights Act of 2016. 
Sponsored by Rep. Mimi Walters (R-CA-45) and Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA-19), with 39 
cosponsors, the bill seeks to provide additional rights to sexual assault survivors. The Senate 
version of the bill, sponsored by Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), passed the Senate in May 2016 
as part of the bipartisan Adam Walsh Reauthorization Act. 

The Act grants survivors a number of rights, including: 1. The right to have rape kits 
preserved for the duration of the statute of limitations; 2. The right to be notified of policies 
governing the collection and preservation of rape kits; 3. The right to be informed before a 
rape kit is destroyed and request additional preservation; and 4. The right to be informed of 
the rape kit results.  

NVRDC runs the District’s Sexual Assault Crisis Response Project—offering hospital 
advocacy and on-going case management for adult sexual assault survivors who seek 
medical forensic evidence collection following an assault in DC. Additionally, NVRDC’s legal 
team provides free legal services to survivors seeking a Civil Protection Order, enforcement 
of their crime victims’ rights, and representation in navigating Title IX and Clery 
administrative processes in the District. 

Serving over 450 sexual assault survivors a year, NVRDC is acutely aware of the need to 
improve existing crime victims’ rights laws and the policies that impact survivors of sexual 
violence, as well as the need to create more transparency regarding criminal justice 
outcomes in these cases.  

In responding to Congress’s efforts, NVRDC’s Co-Executive Director, Bridgette Stumpf, 
released the following statement: 

NVRDC appreciates legislators’ focus on improving survivors’ experiences and enhancing 
avenues for them to seek justice. Thankfully, the local DC Council recently passed similar 
legislation that guarantees DC survivors the right to have kits tested within a specific time 
frame and the absolute right to know the results of their kit.  

NVRDC is excited to be a part of this national conversation and will continue efforts to inform 
the implementation of these new rights to ensure compliance. Through our work in enforcing 
victims’ rights, we know it is vital that the creation of these rights be more than merely words 
on paper. We look forward to seeing how this bill will provide survivors with real meaningful 
rights in the various systems they choose to engage.  

### 
About NVRDC 
Network for Victim Recovery of DC empowers victims of all crimes to achieve survivor 
defined justice through a collaborative continuum of advocacy, case management, and legal 
services. For more information or to access our services, please visit our website at 
www.nvrdc.org or call 202-742-1727. 
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