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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

NVRDC RECEIVES SUPPORT FROM COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

OF NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF 

IDENTITY THEFT 
 

Washington, D.C. – Nearly a quarter of victims of crimes such as sexual assault, domestic 
violence, and robbery in the District may also be experiencing identity theft vulnerabilities, 
according to data analyzed by the Network for Victim Recovery of DC (NVRDC). Of the 650 
various crime victims NVRDC served in the last fiscal year, 24% indicated that their personal 
identifying information (PII) had been compromised during the commission of the crime.  
 
Since NVRDC’s founding in 2012, the nonprofit victim service organization has opened its 
doors to survivors of all crime types, including those impacted by identity theft, fraud, and 
financial exploitation. When a victim identifies that their PII has been compromised, NVRDC 
offers supportive case management, advocacy and free legal services to address any potential 
identity theft and fraud.  
 
Unfortunately, the majority of victims of identity theft in the District do not find resources to 
aid in their recovery. Recovery can take months or years and be extremely difficult, with over 
half of identity theft victims experiencing “moderate to severe” emotional distress as a result 
of the crime, in addition to monetary losses and other consequences, according to reports 
from the Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
 
To address the problems identified, NVRDC launched the Identity Theft Assistance Project 
this month. The project seeks to increase NVRDC’s ability to meet the needs of identity theft 
and fraud victims in the nation’s capital, and provide information, assistance and legal services 
to these consumers.  
 
Additionally, this project aims to increase screening in victims of violent crimes whose 
perpetrators are using identity theft as a secondary means of power, control, or financial gain. 
NVRDC will offer training and support to its many partners and increase the overall 
collaboration, screening, and referrals within the entities that come into contact with victims 
of identity theft in DC.  
 
This project is supported with a grant from the Community Foundation for the National 
Capital Region, through the Identity Theft Assistance Corporation (ITAC) Fund. ITAC was 
a non-profit founded in 2004 by members of the financial services industry. This grant fund 
continues ITAC’s work of consumer advocacy by empowering other nonprofits to help 
consumers prevent, detect and recover from identity theft. According to NVRDC Co-
Executive Director Bridgette Harwood, “NVRDC is honored to continue this legacy through 
its ITAP Project and looks forward to addressing the gaps in service that identity theft victims 
face in the District.” 
 
For more information about ITAP, please contact Special Projects Coordinator Merry O'Brien 
at merry@nvrdc.org. 
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